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MESSAGE FROM THE PATRONS

Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu  Prof. Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela Prof. Njabulo Ndebele

We have the honour of serving as 
patrons of St George’s Cathedral’s 
new Crypt Memory and Witness 
Centre in the heart of South Africa’s 
mother city.

This project is no longer a bright idea 
in the minds of a few justice and 
reconciliation activists. It has been 
born and, as the pages of this first 
published annual report testify, is 
bearing very good fruit.
 
We commend the commitment 
and work behind the scenes of the 
pages that follow and look forward 
to our continued association with 
the unfolding memorialization and 
witness of the stories of the people of 
our city, our region and our country. 
The work of the Centre reminds us 
of the human moments that give 
us hope in the face of despair. May 
the Centre encourage and inspire 
us in our ongoing quest for a more 
whole and human world in which 
every human being is honoured and 
celebrated. 



MESSAGE FROM THE NEW DEAN OF THE CATHEDRAL 

 1 Derek Walcott’s Nobel Lecture, December 7, 1992: The Antilles: Fragments of Epic Memory

The Very Revd. Michael Weeder

The Cathedral’s Crypt project is a 
modest, but impressive effort on the 
part of those who have pioneered 
the establishment of our Memory 
and Witness Centre and the Café St 
George in its renovated space. This 
project provides an opportunity for 
exploring ways of re-integrating the 
use of the Crypt into the life of the 
Cathedral and its witness to the world 
beyond its precincts. 

I pray that this project may contribute 
to the attuning of ourselves beyond 
what Derek Walcott identifies as “that 
long groan which underlines the past”. 

May it gift us as a faith community 
with Walcott’s recognition of the 
grace that salves our woundedness: 
“Break a vase, and the love that 
reassembles the fragments is 
stronger than that love which took 
its symmetry for granted when it was 
whole”. 1 

I commend the Crypt Committee on 
its achievements and look forward to 
being part of its unfolding work as it 
seeks to contribute to the Cathedral 
being a place of healing and hope.

The Very Revd. Michael Weeder
Dean of St George’s Cathedral
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FROM THE CHAIRPERSON

It was Mark Twain who said, “The only person 
who likes change is a wet baby!’ Change 
is inevitable but what is not inevitable is 
whether change will be embraced. South 
Africa has seen much change from the harsh 
and heady days of grand apartheid. Gone is 
the legislative framework which held it all 
in place, gone is the state apparatus which 
ensured its effectiveness over the lives of 
millions of South Africans keeping each in 
their separate corner shrinking our human 
capacity for curiosity and difference and 
allowing fear and loathing for the other 
to increase with each passing day. Gone 
now are the conditions which made such 
negativity thrive and our humanity wane. 
What has been surprising was the speed 
with which these laws disappeared from the 
statute books with hardly a whimper from 
those who had benefitted so much from their 
promulgation. It seemed almost uncanny 
leading one to ask almost incredulously 
whether anyone ever supported these 
terrible laws. 

But Twain may be onto something. Not 
only has change not been wholeheartedly 
embraced but many continue to live in much 
the same way as they always have, separate 
and in fear of the other. The legislation 
passed which was intended to make national 
unity and reconciliation a key priority has 
come and gone in the shape of the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission (TRC). There 
were a few sensational revelations. For the 
most part, however, what was hoped would 
be exposed and revealed remained sealed in 
the hearts and minds of the many who made 
separate development such an effective 
form of social engineering. 

The recent death of the apartheid era Minister 
of Defence, General Magnus Malan, served 
only to remind us, as well as our neighbours 
in Lesotho, Maputo, Gaberone and Harare 
where attacks were carried out by South 
Africa’s military, how very little was revealed 
and how much would get buried with the 
dead. With that book firmly closed and with 
only those who suffered gross human rights 
violations being given an opportunity to 
tell their story, most of those who suffered 
are reduced to being spectators at ‘the 
rendezvous of victory’. 

What we seek to do in the Crypt Memory 
and Witness Centre project is to create a 
space for ordinary South Africans who were 
systematically humiliated through the many 
laws designed to negate their existence 
so that through research, exhibitions and 
narrative, we can celebrate their agency in 
bringing about the change so many see but 
so few embrace and celebrate. It is intended 
also that through these exhibitions we will 
again glimpse the power of each individual 
and the cumulative effect of that power 
when it serves a common goal. The Centre 
holds up hope as a vital and necessary 
ingredient for our society and faith in action 
as a vehicle to attain it. It is a wonderful 
privilege to be a part of such an important 
instrument of changing our splintered mind-
set and building in its place a common vision 
and purpose in our democracy.   

Fr. Terry Lester
Chairperson
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BACKGROUND TO OUR WORK

The St. George’s Cathedral Crypt Memory 
and Witness Centre seeks to create an 
inspiring and sacred space of dialogue, hope 
and healing, where: 
	 •	 a	prophetic	voice	concerning	
  social justice is formed; and 
	 •	 humanity	in	its	fullness	is	celebrated.

The Centre, established in May 2008, 
connects the Cathedral’s rich and multi-
facetted history with current social justice 
challenges. This is achieved through 
exhibitions, conversations, guided and self-
guided tours and literature exploring three 
themes: i) The Cathedral’s position and 
relationship to the City and her people; ii) 
Witness and Protest; and iii) The relationship 
between Church and State.

The first exhibition of the Crypt Memory 
and Witness Centre titled Glimpsing Hope, 
Marching for Peace was launched on 10 
September 2009 in the Cathedral Link, 
before the Crypt had been renovated. 
The photographic exhibition captures the 
excitement, hope and heartbeat of the Cape 
Town peace march as well as several marches 
around the country during September/
October 1989. 

The exhibition covers the three broad 
themes: 
	 •	 the	Darkest	Moments	–	the	brutality
  of the apartheid police state, the
  military occupation of the townships,
  detentions, torture and deaths; 
	 •	 Standing	for	the	Truth	–	the	actions	and
	 	 campaigns	–	particularly	the	Standing	
  for the Truth and defiance campaigns
  against the second tri-cameral parliament
	 	 election	in	1989	–	carried	out	in	the	quest	
  for a new dispensation; and 
	 •	 the	Peace	Marches	–	a	glimpse	of	hope,	
  a new way of being and a Kairos moment.

A Service of Celebration was held on Sunday 
13 September 2009, to commemorate the 
20th anniversary of the September 1989 
Cape Town Peace March. The event was 
attended by over 1 000 people including the 
Revd. Colin Jones (then Dean of St George’s 
Cathedral), Mr. Gordon Oliver (who was Mayor 
of Cape Town in 1989) and a number of civic, 
political and faith community leaders at the 
time. At the event, a plaque, sponsored by 
the City of Cape Town, to acknowledge the 
13 September 1989 event at the Cathedral 
was unveiled.

Bonita Bennett and Lynette Maart placing stones at opening exhibition1989 Peace March: Exhibition design team in session
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Cllr Pascoe, Colin Jones, Fr. Terry and Franklin Sonn at the 20th Anniversary of Peace 
March Service of Celebration - Sunday 13th September 1989

Youth group viewing 1989 Peace March exhibition in the Cathedral Link

Confirmands viewing the 1989 Peace March DVD in the Cathedral Link

Imam OmarArchbishop Makgoba Zenariah BarendsGordon Oliver

Kenmere Primary School Choir at the 20th Anniversary of Peace March Service of 
Celebration - Sunday 13th September 1989
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REDEDICATION OF THE CRYPT SPACE

On Sunday 30 May 2010 Cannon Rowan 
Smith, in the presence of the Archbishop 
Thabo Makgoba, the Cathedral community 
and invited guests from the city, museum and 
heritage fraternity, blessed and rededicated 
the Crypt to the use of the Cathedral and as 
a place of memory and witness. 

Key note speaker, Dr. Mamphela Ramphele, 
said in her address “St. George Cathedral 
has become known over the last few 
decades for its witness in the dying days 
of apartheid”. Citing the prophetic note by 
the former Dean of the Cathedral, Fr. Ted 
King, she encouraged us to remain watchful 
witnesses in our young democracy as “any 
government in power, especially one which 
won against injustices and oppression, will 
undergo the temptation to power and self-
aggrandisement and dividing the spoils 
of victory… Cathedrals specifically, must 
continue to be broadcast stations for the 
voice of the poor, and scrutinize without fear 
what is going on in the country’s social and 
political life. 

Above all, they have to be beacons of hope.” 
Dr. Ramphele challenged us to think about 
how we would like the Cathedral to be 
remembered in future decades. She also 
warned that “St. George Cathedral does not 
have the luxury to withdraw from the life 
around it. Its location in the heart of the city: 

OUR WORK: 2010/11 
 Lynette Maart

Keynote speaker Dr Ramphele at Crypt Rededication

Parishioners and guests from the city, museum and heritage fraternity

Cannon Rowan Smith blessed and rededicated The Crypt to the use 
of the Cathedral 
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sharing a boundary with Parliament; across 
the street from the seat of government of the 
Western Cape Province; a stone’s throw from 
the Slave Lodge (and other Iziko Museums). 
We are at the centre of the life in this city, 
province and nation. There is no escape”. 
See www.stgeorgescathedral.com for full text.

 
REDESIGNED 1989 PEACE 
MARCH EXHIBITION

During the first half of 2010, with limited 
funds and the generosity of volunteers who 
gave their time and effort, the Crypt space 

underwent a metamorphosis. The natural 
airflow system, electricity and power supply 
for a section of the building, was upgraded. 
The floor in the exhibition area benefitted 
from a colour toping. The space was painted. 
Emergency fire equipment was installed. 

On 1 June 2010, a few days before the start of 
the FIFA Soccer World Cup, the Crypt Memory 
and Witness Centre opened its doors to the 
public. The well received 1989 Peace March 
exhibition titled: Glimpsing Hope Marching 
for Peace, now had a permanent home in the 
Crypt space. A very attractive Café St. George 
occupies part of the Crypt space and offers 
gourmet coffee, teas and reasonably priced 
light meals. 

The redesigned exhibition is suitable for both 
self-exploration and guiding. Our core team 
of committed, dedicated and competent, 
volunteer educational officers offers 
guided tours that are sufficiently flexible to 
accommodate a variety of perspectives and 
interests. Visitors include Capetonians, school 
groups, local and foreign tertiary students; 
civil society and faith groups as well as 
tourists from elsewhere in the country and 

1989 Peace March Exhibition in the Cathedral Link

Section of 1989 Peace March Exhibition in The Crypt

Patrons at Café St. George
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abroad. After the 07h15 Cathedral service 
on some Friday mornings, parishioners, 
local and foreign visitors come together for 
refreshments and conversation with Centre 
patron, Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu 
in the Crypt’s Café St. George. The Centre 
is currently working closely with the Iziko 
Museum’s education department to ensure 
that Grade 10, 11 and 12 learners and their 
educators optimize the use of the exhibition 
as an educational resource. 

Visitors can purchase exclusive resource 
materials such as the uncut footage of the 
1989 peace marches on DVD, the exhibition 
brochure, a theological reflection with the 
same title and selected works on the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) cases 
and processes. 

The Centre also helped former parishioners 
of St. John’s Church, Waterkant Street, 
located in District One of historic Cape Town, 
to put together a temporary exhibition in 
the Cathedral Link, to commemorate the 
40th anniversary of the closure of the church 
in 1970. Several members of the St. John’s 
congregation decided to join the Cathedral 

at the time. At the opening of the exhibition 
Archbishop Thabo Mkgoba was the key 
note speaker, followed by a commemorative 
Evensong. He offered a public apology to 
the St. John parishioners on behalf of the 
Anglican Church for the sale of the church 
following the impact of the Group Areas Act. 
 

EDUCATION: A JOURNEY

Voluntary time was one of the few 
requirements for initially assembling our 
team of educational officers. We introduced 
a continuous educational programme to 
deepen our knowledge base to better 
interpret the Glimpsing Hope Marching for 
Peace exhibition.

Six very interesting and thought-provoking 
lectures were delivered: John Allen (author of 
Rabble Rouser for Peace) on the life and work 
of Archbishop Emeritus Tutu; Chris Ahrends 
(former Chaplain to Archbishop Tutu) on 
the life and theology of Archbishop Tutu; 
Mary Burton and Zenzile Khoisan on the 
achievements and challenges of the work of 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC); 
Isobel Hancock, working with Trauma: past 
and present and Mike Evans on the End 
Conscription Campaign (ECC).

Parishioners at the 40th Anniversary of the closure of St. Johns Church in 1970

Educational Officers on a guided tour of St. George’s Cathedral
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The team participated in exchange visits 
and lectures/programmes of locally based 
museums and heritage sites. A debriefing 
mechanism, with Isobel Hancock as 
speaking partner, is in place for educational 
officers to process emotional experiences. 
We also started a unique reference library of 
books, DVDs and resource material for our 
educational team to draw on.

Our deep appreciation to Mamello Ndebele, 
Donavon Malgas, Gerry Dagin, Walter 
Sassman, Iman Liberty, Sue and John Gow, 
Lusapho Hlatshaneni, Emily Matista and 
Simon and Lynn Hamer for daily listening to 
and engaging our diverse range of visitors. 
Thanks to Desire Martin for the efficient back 
up administration.

RESEARCH AND FUTURE 
EXHIBITION DEVELOPMENT

In March 1982, during Lent, 57 people 
commenced a fast in St. George Cathedral for 
the rights to live as families and work in Cape 
Town, following their eviction from a piece 
of land on the edge of Crossroads in Nyanga. Their 23-day fast drew global attention 

which ultimately forced Piet Koornhof, then 
Minister of Cooperation and Development, 
to engage the squatters. By 1984, this 
tenacious struggle for rights had broken the 
back of influx control in the Western Cape, 
two years before it was abolished in 1986.

The Bearing Witness project captures the 
story of the 57 people who fasted in the 
Cathedral, including the women, as well as 
those individuals and groups who stood 
with them in solidarity. During the period 
under review, we:
	 •	 Developed	a	timeline	drawing	on	
  various  newspaper articles and 
  secondary sources 
	 •	 Held	three	story	telling	sessions	with	20	
  of the 57 Nyanga squatters, captured 

Tehseem Kwandla presenting his thesis on the 1982 Nyanga Squatters

Josette Cole, Sindiswa Nyny, Sarah Van Mill and Irene Rawele at the first 1982 Nyanga 
Squatter story telling session

Presentation of newspaper photographs
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  on CD format. The group kindly gave the 
  Centre consent to research their story 
  and to use the information gathered for 
  educational purposes.
	 •	 Completed	25+	interviews	with	
  individual squatters, religious leaders, 
  Cathedral parishioners and others who 
  stood in solidarity
	 •	 identified	material	(photographs,	
  broadcasting news material, 
  memorabilia) for use in the exhibition
	 •	 Commissioned	Josette	Cole,	author	
  of Crossroads: The Politics of Reform and 
  Repression, to write the first publication 
  in the Bearing Witness series on the 1982 
  Nyanga Squatters within the context of 
  the broader squatter struggles, including 
  the 1977 Modderdam squatters.

All three of our research interns completed 
post graduate qualifications on the Bearing 
Witness project or the Centre itself. Tehseen 
Khandwalla completed a Masters in Public 
Administration with the Radboud University 
Nijmegen in the Netherlands. He explored 
the 1982 Nyanga Squatters story in a work 
titled Fasting for Reprieve: An explanation of 
how it was possible for the Nyanga Squatters 
to organize and mobilise themselves in order 
to let their plight be heard. Megan Greenwood 
titled her work: Between and Beyond: A study 

of the St. George’s Cathedral’s Crypt Memory 
and Witness Centre, Cape Town and its 
“Bearing Witness” Exhibition process towards 
a Masters in Social Science in the Department 
of Social Anthropology, UCT. Sarah Van Mill 
completed her Masters of Philosophy: Justice 
and Transformation, UCT with a thesis titled 
Activist Memorialization: Bearing Witness at St. 
George’s Cathedral. The papers are available 
on request. We are indebted to our research 
interns for their respective contributions to 
research material for use in our exhibition, 
publications and educational material.

BUILDING AN INSTITUTIONAL BASE

Since April 2010, the Crypt Memory and 
Witness Centre has operated as a not for 
gain Section 21 Company. The Centre was 
registered as an NPO in February 2011. We 
have also completed our first independent 
financial audit which is contained in this 
report. A heart-felt thanks to Charlene 
May of the Legal Resource Centre (LRC) 
and our treasurer Carol Hendricks for their 
stewardship of these processes.

Marketing/ Publicity

The opening of the Crypt in May 2010 was 
covered in the Cathedral Gateway and the 
Diocese of Cape Town’s newsletter Good 
Hope titled Opening and Rededication of 
St. George’s Cathedral Crypt by Di Oliver, Vol. 
60 No.05, July 2010. The Lent 2011 edition of 
the Cathedral Gateway carried a story titled, 
The Story of Two Marches by Stephanie 
Urdang in which she compares the march 
of 30 000 people led by the young student 
Phillip Kgosana on 30 March 1960 (as part of 
a nationwide protest campaign against the 
pass laws) with the 1989 peace march led by 
Archbishop Tutu. 

During the September 2010 Heritage Week, 
we participated in the joint marketing 
campaign, with Cape Town Partnership/ 

1982 Nyanga Squatters identifying their activities in the Cathedral precinct
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Iziko Museum/ Cape Town Tourism which 
helped to profile the Centre with the City’s 
museum/ heritage and tourism industries 
on the theme My Cape Town weekend at 
the Company’s Garden. An article appeared 
in the City Views, September 2010 with Eric 
Miller’s photograph of the 1989 peace march 
in Strand Street (also see website www.
capetownpartnership.co.za). We benefitted 
from a feature article in the Archival Platform 
electronic newsletter 16 September 2010 
titled St. George’s Cathedral Crypt: A place 
of memory and witness, see website (www.
archivalplatform.co.za). 

We are slowly building a pool of tour 
operators who have incorporated the Crypt 
Memory and Witness Centre and Glimpsing 
Hope Marching for Peace exhibition in their 
walking tour and/or itinerary. A Company 
Gardens Tourism office helped the Cathedral 
to appear on the travel magazine programme 
Pasella.

CONCLUSION

The Crypt Memory and Witness Centre is a 
very exciting and challenging project. At our 
February/ March 2011 strategic planning 
process facilitated by Di Oliver, the members, 
directors and educational officers felt 
strongly that:
	 •	 The	project	must	be	affirmed	for	its	
  vision, its roll-out and its leadership
	 •	 Its	strong	theoretical	and	research	base	is	
  to be commended
	 •	 The	secular	and	faith	components	of	the	
  project are in balance 
	 •	 Re-integration	of	the	Crypt	space	into	
  the work of the Cathedral has happened. 
	 •	 The	Centre	is	significant	–	its	physical		
  space is sacred again; we can connect 
  the dots between faith, spiritual, 
  academic and youth
	 •	 The	evidence	of	personal	growth	and	
  self-confidence (particularly on the part 
  of the educational officers) has resulted 

  in their ownership of telling the South 
  African social justice story particularly in 
  relation to living under apartheid in 
  the city 
	 •	 The	voluntary	effort	that	has	gone	into	
  the project is significant and 
  unquantifiable.

Heartfelt appreciation to all our voluntary 
members, research interns, educational 
officers, our donors and our strategic partners 
in the city and heritage/ museum and 
tourism sector and the St. George’s Cathedral 
Congregation who have contributed, and 
continue to contribute to the success of the 
Crypt Memory and Witness Centre. 

A special thanks to our Chairperson, Fr. 
Terry Lester for his spiritual, conceptual 
and pastoral leadership and guidance and 
for consistently ensuring integration of 
the Centre’s work into that of the broader 
Cathedral and the City.

We salute the spirit of voluntarism that 
permeates this entire exhibition project. 
Many more people have contributed in a 
myriad of ways… You know who you are… 

THANK YOU!

The Crypt Memory and Witness Centre Committee and Directors
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The first time I viewed Glimpsing Hope, 
Marching for Peace, an exhibition hosted by 
St. George’s Cathedral’s Crypt Memory and 
Witness Centre that focuses on the 1989 
Peace March, it felt unfamiliar to me. Born 
in the late 1980s, and having lived outside 
of South Africa from 1997-2005, I brought 
to the exhibition very little living memory of 
life under the apartheid regime. Although I 
recognised some iconic faces, like that of 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, the crowds 
depicted in the photographs of the march 
and the experience of the march itself felt 
far removed from my own life experience. 
Despite this distance, I was moved by the 
photographs, most particularly by one. 

The photograph captured protestors 
crouched on a Cape Town beach, defying 
the law that designated it as ‘white-only’. 
A helicopter loomed over them, like a 
threatening, carnivorous bird. I was struck by 
the viciousness, injustice and arbitrariness 
of the apartheid system that would go to 
such an extent to enforce separation even 
on a beach. My sense of injustice resonated 
particularly because it was a beach that I 
knew well. 

I am one of many visitors from within and 
beyond South Africa’s borders who have 
visited the Glimpsing Hope, Marching for 
Peace exhibition since it opened in 2009. Like 
me, each visitor views the exhibition through 
the lens of his or her own life experience, and 
it resonates differently each time, influenced 
by a person’s age, background, life experience, 
ideological persuasion and attitude toward 
its content. In 2010, I had the opportunity 
to reflect on responses to the exhibition, 
based on conversations with visitors, the 
observations and experiences of Education 
Officers who respond to visitor’s questions 
and interact with them in the Crypt Centre 
on a daily basis, and through the comments 
left in the exhibition’s Memory Book. 

Unlike my own response, for some visitors 
the exhibition acted as a catalyst that 
triggered personal memories of experiences 
associated with apartheid. One visitor wrote 
in the Memory Book how the 13th September 
peace march held double significance: not 
only did she participate in the march, but 
the date coincided with her birthday. For 
a group of men and women who fasted 
in the Cathedral for 23 days in 1982 in 
opposition to apartheid laws, viewing the 
exhibition fuelled lively conversations about 
the portrayals, assumptions and contesting 
views of apartheid’s history.

One quiet morning an elderly visitor from 
Ireland sat with an Educational Officer and 
me in the Crypt Centre and began making 
comparisons between the apartheid 
conflict depicted in the exhibition and 
“The Troubles”, the conflict between the 
predominantly Protestant/unionist majority 
and Catholic/nationalist minority of Ireland 
through which he lived. He was struck by the 
parallels that could be drawn, as well as the 
trying legacies left in the wake of conflict. 
Another Educational Officer described to 

THE GLIMPSING HOPE, MARCHING FOR 
PEACE ExHIBITION: A REFLECTION  
 Megan Greenwood

Megan Greenwood
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me how a Palestinian visitor commented 
that the exhibition gave her hope for a 
peaceful solution to the Palestinian struggle, 
for it demonstrated a positive outcome in a 
desperate context. 

While the exhibition resonated closely with 
the personal life experience of some visitors 
from both within and beyond the apartheid 
context, for others the exhibition worked 
as an education tool. Parents viewed the 
exhibition with their children and used it as 
a point of reference for inter-generational 
conversation about apartheid and its legacy, 
One visitor recorded in the Memory Book: 
“So great that this project exists. Our children 
and their children need to know the truth. 
Lest we forget.” 

Although the majority of the comments in 
the Memory Book were positive, a few held 
reservations. One comment read, “Please 
forget the past and go on with life. Put God 
in our lifes. [sic] Thanks” A reluctance to dwell 
on the past was also demonstrated through 
the description of an Educational Officer’s 
interaction with a family: when the family 
realized that the exhibit was on apartheid, 
the father commented that it was time to 
put the past behind and to move on. The 

family chose not to engage further with the 
material or with the Educational Officer.

Between responding to the exhibition by 
reminiscence, drawing parallels, using it as an 
educational tool, or choosing to disengage, 
sometimes a more complex response 
surfaced. An Educational Officer described 
how one visitor expressed the ambivalence 
she felt when looking at the exhibition. 
She believed in the importance of viewing 
exhibitions about apartheid. But at the same 
time she did not know how to reconcile her 
positive personal memories of her Afrikaans 
childhood with the guilt she felt about the 
role ‘Afrikanerdom’ played during apartheid. 
Hers was a response that sought to grapple 
with the complexities and confusions that 
surface with conflicting relationships of 
identity, legacies of trauma and personal life 
experience.

What benefit is there in reflecting on 
people’s responses to the exhibition, apart 
from showing how varied responses can be? 
In a global context in which forms of dissent 
and conflict emerge in uneven ways, to be 
reminded of non-violent forms of opposition 
can be powerful. It can stir retrospection 
as well as reinvigorate people to engage 
in contemporary challenges. It can inspire 
those who have not considered creative, 
non-violent solutions, and can provoke 
inspiration in frustrating circumstances. It 
can bring to the surface the complexities 
and ‘grey areas’ with which people grapple, 
and which are far too often reduced to 
binary, polarised confrontations. 

Far from laying the past to rest, as is usually 
the purpose of a crypt burial space, the Crypt 
Memory and Witness Centre resurrects it 
through the exhibition in an effort to consider 
its contemporary relevance and implications 
in a locally and globally interlinked world.

1989 Peace March Exhibition Memory Book
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The women had had enough.  Not able to 
feed their families, separated from their 
husbands and partners, raising their children 
in the unforgiving rural areas, many women 
and children headed for an illegal life in the 
townships of Cape Town.  There they had to 
constantly dodge arrest.  When they couldn’t 
they were sent back to the Transkei, only to 
begin the process over again. And so their 
reality became one of daily protest.  Among 
the thousands who refused to bend to the 
will of the repressive apartheid regime were 
fifty-seven women and men who, under the 
shadow of St. George’s Cathedral, fasted for 

twenty-three days to bring 
attention to their plight.  
They turned from victims 
into activists, got national 
and international media 
attention, and brought into 
the public eye the suffering 
caused by the influx control 
laws and its impact on their 
families, and the families of 
many millions of Africans. This 
activism contributed to the 
abolishment of passes a few 
years later and a few years 
later still to the overthrow of 
apartheid.

The Crypt Memory and Witness Centre’s 
research and exhibition project, Bearing 
Witness, reflects a critical period of South 
African history that might otherwise have 
received little exposure.  It is told through 
the stories of many of these “actors in 
history”, so that their experiences can be 
added to the kaleidoscope of narratives, 
events and moments that piece together 
the complexity of the history of South Africa. 
It brings them away from the margins of 
history and into the forefront where they are 
themselves bearing witness. This was made 
possible through a participatory process that 

included story telling sessions, individual 
interviews and archival research.  

How countries emerging from conflict 
capture the history of their tumultuous past 
is important to the way they forge their 
future, one that is aimed at achieving peace, 
reconciliation and security. But history can 
be told in many different ways, and who tells 
and interprets that history and the manner in 
which it is conveyed can be as important as 
what is told. Peace can either be promoted 
or thwarted, depending on the degree to 
which citizens feel represented in national 
narrative. 

In South Africa where apartheid was 
overthrown by the resistance of our people 
both inside and outside the country and 
where the transition to democracy was built 
by people across the nation, it is especially 
important that the history not reside in the 
hands of the privileged or the elite. Those 
who experienced the atrocities and who 
bore witness to the collective efforts for a 
democratic and just South Africa must be 
recognized for their profound contribution, 
whether they view themselves as part of a 
political process or, like the fasters, acting 
from their faith convictions.   

A central part of this process is memorialization 
–	 the	 keeping	 alive	 of	 memory	 in	 both	
physical forms (monuments, re-naming 
of streets, commemorations) as well as 
staging exhibitions such as those the Crypt 
Memory and Witness Centre is working on. 
Memorializing under-represented histories 
contributes towards a more inclusive history, 
providing opportunities for narratives that 
uncover the reality of people’s day to day 
lives, and day to day struggles that provide 
insights that can bring about change in the 
future. The process makes history available to 
the average person.   

BEARING WITNESS: 
I HAvE A vOICE, BECAUSE WE HAvE A vOICE   
Drawn from the Master’s thesis research by Sarah Van Mill

Sarah Van Mill
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The significance of the work of the Crypt 
Memory and Witness Centre is its recognition 
and honouring of the extraordinary struggles 
of the “ordinary” person rather than solely 
focusing on the leaders and the publicly 
perceived heroes and heroines. Through 
its commitment to recognizing these 
undervalued and forgotten achievements, 
the Centre seeks to change the status quo of 
who and what gets remembered as history. 
The Bearing Witness participatory research 
process provides an example of how public 
consciousness of the value of peoples’ 
sacrifices for a just society can be altered.  

At the same time it has an impact on those 
who have taken the opportunity to tell their 
stories. In so doing, it enables those being 
memorialized to once again reconnect with 
their own power and their own agency. 
“Since I’ve started this storytelling I just find 
myself very happy,” said Dorothy Malibeni, 
one of the 57 fasters. “I have my own self-
confidence. My own self-esteem.” Another 
participant expressed similar sentiments. 
“This is going to revive our spirits again and 
this is also going to take us to [the] unity that 
we used to have,” said Motom Ngqnyane.  

The purpose of the Crypt Memory and 
Witness Centre is to continue to bear witness 
to the past in general while supporting and 
engaging in efforts that enable people to 

bear witness to their own historical as well 
as contemporary social justice struggles. The 
people being remembered have largely been 
excluded from social, economic, political, 
and cultural justice.  They continue to fight 
for decent housing, medical care, equal 
education, job opportunities, human dignity 
and to live with unresolved psychological 
traumas and in fragmented communities. By 
having their truths honoured, they have been 
able to claim and reclaim a platform where 
they can speak out about their victories and 
their strengths. They can begin to overcome 
their feelings of being forgotten. 

Many felt that being able to record their 
particular history went beyond their own 
personal gain to what future generations 
can learn from it in order to continue the 
activism. It provides them with a sense of 
hope for the future. 

Evelyn Mgentsu said with passion in her voice, 
that “the exhibit itself and the surrounding 
elements in between the exhibit, will give 
a lesson to those that never participated. In 
fact, in general, it will give a lesson that unity 
is strength.”

 “I think...the coming generation”, echoed 
another participant, Zwelinzima Mtschicelwa, 
“will look and read and know of the past, and 
know the struggles that we went through 
and learn about how could [can] they also 
defend themselves from whatever could 
come up in their generation.”

Revd. Mlamli and Mrs. Freda Mfenyana

Members of the 1982 “Nyanga Squatters” arrive at the Cathedral for the 
first story telling session.
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2010/11 AUDITED STATEMENT

Report by the independent auditors to the directors of St 

George’s Cathedral Crypt Memory and Witness Centre

We have audited the annual financial statements of St George’s 

Cathedral Crypt Memory and Witness Centre for the 9 months 

ended 28 February 2011 which comprises the statement of 

financial position, the statement of comprehensive income, 

statement of changes in equity and statement of cash flows 

for the 9 months ended 28 February 2011 and a summary of 

significant accounting policies and other explanatory notes, and 

the directors’ report, as set out on pages 5 to 12 of the annual 

financial statements. The abridged annual financial statements 

presented herewith have been prepared in conjunction with the 

annual financial statements. The annual financial statements are 

available for inspection or review.

Directors’ Responsibility for the 

Financial Statements

The directors are responsible for the preparation and fair 

presentation of these annual financial statements in accordance 

with the International Financial Reporting Standard for Small 

to Medium-size Entities and in the manner required by the 

Companies Act of South Africa. This responsibility includes: 

designing, implementing and maintaining internal control 

relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of annual 

financial statements that are free from material misstatement, 

whether due to fraud or error; selecting and applying appropriate 

accounting policies; and making accounting estimates that are 

reasonable in the circumstances.

Auditors’ Responsibility

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these annual 

financial statements based on our audit. We conducted our audit 

in accordance with International Standards on Auditing. Those 

standards require that we comply with ethical requirements 

and plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance 

that the annual financial statements are free from material 

misstatement.

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence 

about the amounts and disclosures in the annual financial 

statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditors’ 

judgement, including the assessment of the risks of material 

misstatement of the annual financial statements, whether due 

to fraud or error. In making those risk assessments, the auditor 

considers internal control relevant to the entity’s preparation 

and fair presentation of the annual financial statements in 

order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the 

circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion 

on the effectiveness of the entity’s internal control. An audit also 

includes evaluating the appropriateness of accounting policies 

used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates made by 

management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of 

the annual financial statements.

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient 

and appropriate to provide a basis for our qualified audit opinion

Basis for Qualified Opinion

In common with similar organisations, it is not feasible for 

the organisation to institute accounting controls over cash 

collections from donations and other voluntary income, 

prior to the initial entry of the collections in the accounting 

records. Accordingly, it was impracticable for us to extent our 

examination beyond the receipts actually recorded.

Opinion

In our opinion, except for the possible effects of the matter 

described in the Basis for Qualified Opinion paragraph, the 

annual financial statements present, in all material respects, 

the financial position of St George’s Cathedral Crypt Memory 

and Witness Centre as at 28 February 2011, and its financial 

performance and cash flows for the 9 months ended 28 February 

2011 in accordance with the International Financial Reporting 

Standard for Small to Medium-size Entities and in the manner 

required by the Companies Act of South Africa.

Other: Abridged financial statements

The abridged financial statements presented herewith have 

been prepared in conjunction with the annual financial 

statements for the 9 months ended 28 February 2011. The 

annual financial statements, which have been approved by the 

directors on 02 May 2011, are available for inspection or review.

NOLANDS INC

REGISTERED AUDITORS

PRACTICE NUMBER: 900583e

PER F CLOETE CA (SA), RA

29 August 2011 
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ST GEORGE’S CATHEDRAL CRYPT MEMORY AND WITNESS CENTRE

ABRIDGED ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

FOR THE 9 MONTHS ENDED 28 FEBRUARY 2011

   9 Months ended 

   28 February 2011

ABRIDGED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION                                                                            

Total Assets 100 922

Total Reserves (88, 003)

Total Liabilities (12,919)

   

   

ABRIDGED STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME                                                                 

Total Revenue 290,280

- Grants: Claude Leon Foundation 150,000

- Donations and sale of books 68,280

- Rental income 72,000

   

Total Expenses (202,277)

- Educational officers 21,516

- Exhibitions 17,877

- Renovations and maintenance 96,953

- Research 38,541

- Other 27,390

   

Net surplus for the 9 months ended 28 February 2011 88,003

   
ABRIDGED STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS                                                                                               

Cash flow generated from operations 97,922

Net cash flow movement for the year 97,922

Cash balances at end of year 97,922
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