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The Power of the Resurrection
John de Gruchy
Emeritus Professor of Christian Studies at the University of 
Cape Town

Jesus’ disciples did not expect things to turn out the way they 
did. The cross was the bitter end. All hope was gone. Despite 
everything that Jesus had done and his promises about the 
coming of God’s kingdom, it was all over. They were not only 
disillusioned, but disempowered. Instead of marching to a new 
drum beat into a Messianic future, all they could do was to 
retreat, go back to fishing, tax collecting or whatever they could 
find to do. They were now unemployable disciples of a failed 
Messiah. 

Then Mary and the other women arrived, flushed with 
excitement and an unbelievable tale, far-fetched and too good to 
be true. Their story did not convince the male disciples. I don’t 
think we would have thought differently or reacted otherwise. 
And there are many people who would agree – the claim about 
Jesus’ resurrection is a fabricated story, an unconvincing 
ending to a tragic story. But, could it possibly be true and, 
if so, what was it all about?

In Wisdom Jesus, Cynthia Bourgeault, an Anglican priest 
in the US, has a chapter on Jesus’ resurrection entitled 
“Now you see him, now you don’t.” She writes: “He 
apparently walks through walls … and he seems capable of 
appearing and disappearing on the spot and of presenting 
himself virtually simultaneously to disciples in different 
geographical locations.” What on earth, quite literally, 
is going on here?  Jesus is in the process of moving from 
one dimension of existence to another, from an earthly 
existence into a cosmic “resurrection body.” This may still 
seem incredible, but in some ways it is no more so than 
receiving e-mails or information on the web! Cybernetics 
has made us aware of a dimension of reality that links us to 
the cosmos. I only use this analogy to help us understand 
a little better what was going on during those first post-
resurrection days. Jesus remains connected to the lives 
of his disciples and this world, but is already in another 
dimension of reality where time and space are no longer as 
we know them. He has entered a fourth dimension, what 
we call eternity. 

To grasp the significance of the Resurrection we need, along 
with Mary, Peter, Thomas, those on the Emmaus Road 
and millions of others, to recognize that the dimension 
we inhabit, the world as we know and experience it, is not 
the only dimension that is real. This is what faith in the 
resurrection is about. For only then can we see the risen 
Christ present in our midst, whether in other people, like 
the gardener, or the breaking of bread in the Eucharist, 
or in our experiences of healing and transformation. The 
resurrection is then not just an event in the past, but one 
that takes place day by day in the world as we know it, 

every time we discern eternity breaking into time, bringing new 
life and hope. This is what St Paul wanted above all: “To know 
Christ and the power of his resurrection” as he shared in the 
struggles and suffering around him. (Philippians 3:10)

Eternity breaking into time! The resurrection points us back to 
the energy that brought the cosmos into being, when everything 
was created out of nothing. That same energy, which we call 
the power of God that gives life and form to the world, is the 
power of the resurrection, that brings life out of death and hope 
out of despair. The message of Easter, which we rehearse every 
Sunday, does not call us out of the world of daily experience, as 
though we can live as disembodied souls in eternity, but tells us 
that eternity has entered our time and space. In other words, the 
Easter message invites us to live in this dimension but here and 
now, within the world of daily experience, of suffering, struggle 
and despair. That is why Paul also tells us that if anybody is “in 
Christ” he or she is part of the “new creation,” that is, the world 
as God intends it to be. This is eternal life, this is living as those 
who know the power of the resurrection.

This icon of St George was written by Anna-Marie Bands in the 
Byzantine tradition using materials like finely ground natural 

pigments, yellow of an egg, water and vinegar solution on a wooden 
board prepared  with linen, chalk, water and gelatine mixture. She 

has also enhanced the icon with gold leaf.

GATEWAY
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TALKING POINT:
Resurrecting the Forgotten
Dean Michael Weeder

Ann Middleton sat at her piano 
on Noordhoek Common. She 
and others, fearing the inferno in 
the mountains above their homes, 
fled with whatever they could 
carry.  Ann took Saffron, her dog, 
and her musical instruments. 
Later, as a new day emerged 
from the chaos of the night, she 
began to play on the piano. The 
music, with its snatches of Keith 
Jarrett-like chords, brought some 
comfort to her fellow refugees.
  The wildfire of the week of 
the Second Sunday in Lent left 
in its wake a tragic inventory of 

irreplaceable loss. Fran Collings, 82, was one of its victims. Her 
Tokai home had burnt down. Animals succumbed to the smoke 
and flames. Many face unemployment as their places of work 
have been affected, one way or the other, by the fire.
  The fire-fighters, including the volunteers who put in 
for leave from their regular jobs, braved the heat and danger. 
Their commitment is symbolised in the image of Samantha 
Alexander, a fire-fighter for the City of Cape Town. This mother 
of a two-year old held her own, her resolve evident in the 
way she strained her weight into the fire-hose draped around 
her shoulder, dragging it towards the fire flaming behind her. 
It is recorded in the tragic death of the pilot, Hendrik Marais, 
whose helicopter crashed fighting the flames in the Cape Point 
Nature Reserve.
  Cape Town, as in times when shack-fires rendered thousands 
homeless, responded with a generous gratitude measured in cash 
and kind. The fire, we might say, renders all equal. But does it 
really when we weigh up the capricious power of Mother Nature 
against the legacy of poverty?
  Within the ranks of these workers who fought the flames, 
were those who carried the weight of the burden of forced 
removals. They fought to protect the lives and property of those 
who, within the cruel arc of history, probably possessed their 
endowment. One would not have to search long amongst their 
comrades to find survivors of shack-fires. 
  During a time of great persecution of Christians in Rome, 
Lawrence the Deacon was instructed by the Prefect of Rome 
to bring the treasures of the Church to him. After three days 
he assembled a large number of lame, blind, leprous, orphaned 
and widowed persons before the Prefect and said, “These are the 
treasures of the Church.”    
  The role of a cathedral, as Albert van den Heuwel reminded 
us, is to be a “tower of reconciliation” as well as a “broadcasting 
station for the poor”. Jesus, whose passion and resurrection we 
commemorate at this time, spent much of his ministry in the 
fields and byways and among the poor. 
  As we at this Cathedral prepare to celebrate Easter, fittingly, 
in the beauty of liturgy, music and symbolism, our challenge is 
to hold together both the glory of the resurrected Christ and the 
needs of the people whom Jesus served. So that the Cathedral 
may also be a “hut of the shepherd” – a people breaking bread 
together in love and with great hope.

(’Talking Point’ is adapted from an article that appeared in The 
Weekend Argus on 7 March 2015.)

Dean Michael Weeder
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Shrovetide Pancakes

The Sunday before Ash Wednesday, CHATT members and 
Friends of St George’s Cathedral served about 200 pancakes to 
the congregation who assembled in the Dean King Hall after the 
9 30 Mass. Some pancakes were made in advance, some cooked 
on the spot. All were eaten with gusto.

The pleasant buzz of chatter marked this as a good community 
gathering—one which looks set to become an annual event.

John Ramsdale tossing a “Mean pancake!”

We are so blessed to have a vibrant, happy and energetic Junior 
Church group. We praise and thank God for them. These 3 – 13 
year olds are our precious jewels and God has indeed enriched 
our lives by giving them to us.

At Junior Church we strive with God’s help, to create 
opportunities for our children so that they can develop their 
very own personal relationship with Our Lord. We help and 
guide them to grow their faith. Our theme is “roots and wings.” 
At Junior Church we help them to strengthen their roots by 
helping them to understand and increase their knowledge of 
God’s Word, the Bible, so that they will one day “fly” in their 
faith.

The children meet in the link before the service and during the 
singing of the Gloria they proceed up the aisle following their 
cross bearer to the Dean King Hall, where we have devotions, 
praise and worship. They then go to their respective classes 
under the supervision and guidance of our Junior Church Team 
of Servant Leaders, namely, age 3 – Grade R, Utah Hannival and 
Sabrina Everts; Grades 1 -3, Tracy Blore; Grades 4 - 5, Marcelle 
Everts and Grades 6 – 7, Pearl Molteno.

The children play an active role in the Eucharistic ministry 
by taking responsibility for the readings, the prayers and the 
offertory at the Cathedral Eucharist on the 3rd Sundays. This 
exposes them to life in the Cathedral and it also prepares them 
for their future discipleship roles.

Here are comments by the children about Junior Church.:
“We like Junior Church because we like learning about Jesus, 
singing and drawing. Our favourite song is “Jesus loves me this I 
know.” Anita (6) and Cate (4)

“I really like to learn about God and doing fun activities. I like 
to read in church.” Ethan (11)

“I love parties in Junior Church. Junior Church is very fun.” 
Aiden (6)

“I love the bible stories teacher reads to us and the prayers we say 

Children gather for Junior Church during the school term for a lesson and worship
led by a team of cathedral members.

Children are a Gift from the Lord
Marcelle Everts

together.” Hannah (7)
“I enjoy the action songs.” Kathryn (9)

“I love the fruit salad game.” Jacob (4)

What a challenge to think that our children have not come along 
to join us in our sail through life, but we are to join them in their 
voyage. Henry Ward Beecher

* Psalm 127:3 (The Life Connecting Bible)
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At Solemn Sung Evensong one can get a glimpse of a mighty 
image of St George. As the dean turns in the procession, the 
back of his cope swings into view, displaying a victorious George 
over a clearly defeated dragon.
  As April 23, St George’s day, draws closer, perhaps it’s time to 
reflect on who George was and how his story is observed at the 
Cathedral.
  George was probably an officer of the Roman army who 
tore down from the wall of the imperial palace the decree of 
the Emperor Diocletian which started the last and greatest 
persecution of the church. “For this offence he was condemned 
to be burnt alive. England honours him as her patron saint; 
the whole church can recognize him as one of the long line 
of Christian witnesses who have bravely protested against the 
dragon of totalitarian government.” (Saints and Seasons 1993). 
Another account attributes his origin to Cappadocia, Turkey, 
from where he joined the Roman army. He is claimed as the 
patron saint of Georgia. He is also known as the patron saint of 
the poor, soldiers and shepherds.
  It can be assumed that colonial influences affected the 
choice of George as the patron saint of our Cathedral. It is 
almost uncanny, however, that this symbol of British heritage 
has become an allegory for our common struggles and victories. 
Father Michael shares this sentiment: “It is a fascinating example 
of how a saint located in one culture is re-imagined in another 
context and defined by the values and needs of a small island 
of the north. Yet the values espoused remain more or less the 
same and so our common humanity embraces the core values of 
valour, courage and integrity,” he says.
  To the left of the door in the North Transept hangs the 
Cathedral’s icon of St George. Many people light candles there 
and pray for the needs of people in pain. Beneath the icon hangs 
this prayer:

“Gracious God,
Stretching out your hand of protection over St George our 

patron;
Stretch out your hand to protect and 

bless all who are HIV positive and 
living with AIDS.

Empower us to overcome the dragon
of stigma and fear and to embrace

our own woundedness.
We ask this through Jesus 

who overcame sin and death for
us and now reigns with you in glory.”

In this context the story of George has meaning for our AIDS 
activism. CHATT committee member Dr Walter Loening says 
St George is best known as a very brave and competent soldier: 
“His fortitude in defending the Christian faith against the 
totalitarian regime of  Emperor Diocletian is useful information 
in respect of (HIV). The pandemic is a formidable enemy against 
humanity. Everyone dedicated to this battle has to be brave to 
overcome stigma… We have to be bold in our efforts to bring 
the Church into this battle,” he says.
  Naturally, remembering the saint would be important for 
St George’s Grammar School. Headmaster Julian Cameron 
describes the feastday as a significant event in the life of their 
school. “We begin the day with a eucharist in which we reflect 
on our beginnings at the Cathedral, our heritage and our motto 
‘the courage to do what is right’. Our primary school pupils 
enact the story of St George and many dress up as dragons or 

princesses for the day. The story is often modernised and the 
play is a highlight for many.”
  The school also hosts a Georgian Lecture where an alumnus 
addresses the high school pupils on their experience at the school 
and how the values learnt there have impacted their lives. “In 
essence, the day provides us with an opportunity to reflect, pray, 
build community and be inspired, challenged and motivated to 
act with courage and altruism as St George did.”
  In the past, the Cathedral celebrated St George’s Day on 
the Sunday nearest to 23 April, with a sung mass and solemn 
evensong which was attended by representatives of the school 
and a few of the senior grammar school boys.
  In recent years, the Cathedral has returned to the tradition 
of hosting a patronal dance. Dance organizer Edward George 
says these used be organized by Jack Abrahams. Though the hall 
could only seat a hundred people, Jack had a special expertise 
at getting people, especially those who park in the Cathedral 
parking lot, to buy tickets to support the dance. Expenses were 
small and a good profit (was made).”
  Dances were held in 2012,  2014 and plans are well underway 
for this year’s dance on April 25 at Parow Civic with around 450 
people expected to attend.
  In February 2014, a new icon of St George was given to 
the Cathedral by Danish iconographer Charlotte Weppenaar. 
In Byzantine tradition, Weppenaar prayed while painting St 
George, keeping the Cathedral in her prayers.
  The icon is 36 by 47 cm and has three layers of 24 carat 
gold. The new icon will be housed in the treasury until the 
diocese grants the Cathedral a faculty to hang it and until the 
Cathedral is able to have it secured. Father Michael says it could 
be displayed in The Link behind the altar, hopefully before St 
George’s Day.

St George Walks Among Us
Wendyl Martin

Charlotte Weppenaar’s Icon of St George slaying the dragon.
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The Cross of Nails
Di Oliver

In September 2004 St George’s 
Cathedral was presented with a 
Cross of Nails by representatives of 
Coventry Cathedral in recognition of 
the role our Cathedral played during 
the long years of apartheid. Many 
of us belong to the Cathedral today 
because we embrace her history and 
the principled stand taken by her 
clergy and laity in witnessing to the 
truth and rejecting tyranny.

Why should a Cathedral in England 
recognize this South African history? 
Coventry’s story is both sad and 
inspiring. During the bombing 
of the industrial city of Coventry 
in central England during World 
War II, her historic Cathedral was 
not spared. Only parts of her walls 
remain, as does the bell tower. The 
rest was razed to the ground, save 
for an altar on which the Provost 
at the time wrote “Father forgive”. He also took nails from the 
shattered roof and shaped three of them into a cross—a cross 
of nails—which became the symbol of Coventry Cathedral’s 
worldwide ministry of reconciliation. After the war, this ministry 
emerged from the Provost’s visits to bombed (by the allied forces) 
German cities that had lost their Cathedrals (and many lives) as 
a result. A cross of nails, made with the nails from Coventry’s 
imploded roof, was presented to these cities and Cathedrals. 

“Father forgive” emerged as the title 
of the Litany of Reconciliation. These 
two words - Father forgive - are a 
provocative repetition throughout 
the Litany; not Father forgive them 
because central to the Litany is the 
understanding that it is not only 
others who need our forgiveness 
but we too are in constant need of 
forgiveness as we fall short of God’s 
glory.

Since my return from the 2004 
International Conference on Re-
conciliation in Coventry where I 
represented St George’s Cathedral, 
the Litany of Reconciliation has 
been said at every Friday lunchtime 
Eucharist at St George’s Cathedral. 
Our cross of nails—mounted on 
a piece of stone from the bombed 
Coventry Cathedral—is placed on 
the altar to focus us on the intention 
of Reconciliation for which the 
Masses on Friday are said. In saying 
the Litany at lunchtime on Fridays, 
we join the Centres of the Cross of 

Nails in Germany, the UK and around the world that gather to 
recite its words. Many plan their visit to Coventry to join in this 
act of faith every Friday at the charred altar in the preserved ruins 
of the Cathedral. Standing around that altar, one’s attention is 
powerfully held by the dramatic symbolism of the resurrected 
Cathedral built after the war that emerges from the ruins of 
the old; and one is reminded of the centrality of resurrection, 
healing and reconciliation in our faith as Christians. 

The Litany of Reconciliation

All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God
The hatred which divides nation from nation, race from race, class from class, FATHER FORGIVE                 
The covetous desires of people and nations to possess what is not their own, FATHER FORGIVE
The greed which exploits the work of human hands and lays waste the earth, FATHER FORGIVE
The envy of the welfare and happiness of others, FATHER FORGIVE
Our indifference to the plight of the imprisoned, the homeless, the refugee, FATHER FORGIVE
The lust which dishonours the bodies of men, women and children, FATHER FORGIVE
The pride which leads us to trust in ourselves and not in God, FATHER FORGIVE
Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.

Christ, my beloved, which still doth feed
Among the flowers, having delight
Among his faithful lilies,
Doth take great care for me indeed,
And I again with all my might
Will do what so his will is.

My love in me and I in him,
Conjoined by love will still abide
Among the faithful lilies
Till day do break, and truth do dim
All shadows dark and cause them slide,
According as his will is.

(FROM BOB CHILCOTT’S ST JOHN PASSION SUNG AT EVENSONG ON PALM SUNDAY)

Meditation: Christ my Beloved
(William Baldwin d. c.1563)
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Launch of CD “Cape Town Experience”;
Grant Brasler on the Cathedral Organ

Mary van Blerk

This was a very exciting event, our first venture into HD!  The 
Cathedral nave was filled with delighted music lovers and well 
wishers to listen as Grant, our outstanding organist, played some 
pieces which are also featured on the CD.  We heard too, from 
the Producer, John Balsdon of Willowhayne Records, about the 
process of the recording and its importance.  At the end of the 
programme, Grant spoke warmly in thanks to all those who had 
helped to bring the project to fruition. The mood of the evening 
was happy and appreciative, developing into conviviality over 
the refreshments generously sponsored by Cooper, Gill and 
Tomkins, the firm which has maintained the Cathedral organ 
for over a century. Many copies of this landmark CD were 
purchased at the launch and copies are now available at the 
Cathedral shop at R195. 

The Cathedral Choirs
Mary van Blerk

Do you enjoy singing?  Are you interested in helping to enhance 
the services in the Cathedral?  If so, perhaps you would like 
to add another dimension to your life by joining one of our 
Cathedral choirs. There are three regular choirs for you to choose 
from. Our Organist and Master of the Choristers, Grant Brasler, 
directs the Evensong Choir and the Chamber Choir; and our 
Assistant Conductor, Jonathan Langenhoven, is in charge of the 
Morning Choir.

The Morning Choir sings for the 09h30 Sunday Eucharist, 
performing a modern, accessible setting of the service as well 
as leading the hymns, with some verses in harmony, and a 
Communion Anthem. This choir frequently supplies the 
music for special services and during school holidays assists by 
singing Evensong too. The core members have sung together for 
many years. They are warmly welcoming and friendly towards 
newcomers, who will soon feel at home with them. There are 
adults both young and mature in this choir and children are also 
encouraged to join.

The Evensong Choir consists of adults and children, the latter 
providing the treble part and the adults in the other registers.  
The main function of this choir is to sing traditional Evensong 
on Sunday evenings, to settings by composers such as Stanford 
and Harold Darke, and also by modern composers such as our 
own Stephen Carletti.  They sing various Introits and Anthems, 
the Psalms to Anglican Chant - and of course lead the hymns.  
This choir also performs on special liturgical occasions, for 
instance the service of Nine Lessons and Carols on Christmas 
Eve.

The role of the Chamber Choir is to sing the works of composers 
such as Mozart and Haydn on the great festivals and on the 
last Sunday of most months of the year, often accompanied 

See you at Evensong, Father Richard!
Georgina Caswell

For three years, Father Richard Cogill has served God with his 
musical, pastoral and liturgical gifts as Precentor at St. George’s 
Cathedral.

In April 2015, Father Richard will be moving on from the 
Cathedral. His first stop will be the Camino de Santiago, the 
legendary pilgrimage route through Spain to the shrine of the 
apostle St. James.

Ordained in the United States in 2002, Father Richard used to 
work in South Korea as an English teacher. On his return to 
South Africa, Dean Michael Weeder invited him to join the staff 
at the Cathedral. Since joining the Cathedral in 2012, Father 
Richard has taken responsibility for the planning and direction 
of daily Cathedral worship, liturgy, music and for the many 
special services that are arranged throughout the year.

When asked what they would miss the most about Father 
Richard, Cathedral members have been consistent in their 
responses: ‘We will miss Father Richard’s spiritual warmth. We 
will miss Father Richard’s prayers, his reflective sermons, his love 
of choral traditions, his own musical gifts, his ability to connect 

and build relationships with 
all Cathedral members, the 
way he stops to listen and 
chat with us (even when 
running slightly late for a 
meeting) and his desire and 
ability to explore why things 
are the way they are and 
how to bring about the good 
in people and situations. 
Father Richard once shared 
with us that he is motivated 
by his faith. This has been 
reflected in his way of living 
and being in our Cathedral 
community.’

Father Richard’s favourite service is Evensong and he promises to 
be back to enjoy Evensong behind the pillar from time to time. 
When asked what he would miss the most about the Cathedral, 
Father Richard mentioned, “Of course the people and the sense 
of community, a community where you know you are loved”.

Father Richard, you blessed us with your love and care. We are 
thankful for your commitment and dedication to the Cathedral. 
We will miss you very much. See you at Evensong!

Father Richard
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Grant Brasler directing part of the Evensong Choir

If you are interested in joining one of the choirs, please email Grant: music.sgcathedral@gmail.com or grant@sgcathedral.co.za. 
For the Morning Choir email Jonathan: jlang@telkomsa.net.

Alternatively call the Cathedral at 021 424 7360 to request further information.

by an orchestra.  This is an adult choir whose members are 
drawn to some extent from students at the UCT Music School, 
together with experienced singers, some of whom are Cathedral 
parishioners.

All the choirs perform to the accompaniment of our splendid 
Hill organ with its distinguished history.  Grant Brasler is a 
fine organist of note.  He is ably assisted by Gavin Julius, Eric 
Spencer and Gary de Villiers.

The Cathedral music today is part of a long proud tradition built 
over many decades, thanks to the fine service of able, dedicated 
musicians. We are grateful to them, and thank God for them.

Behind every successful Church or organisation is a hardworking 
workforce. Likewise the Cathedral boasts a staff complement of 
friendly and hard working people and this article will give you 
a sneak view of who the people that work behind the Cathedral 
administrative offices are, what they do etcetera.

THE VERGER OF THE CATHEDRAL AND DEAN’S 
VERGER: Edward Esau, born in Cape Town. As the Cathedral 
Verger Eddie has various duties. His first duty is a Ceremonial 
duty which entails carrying the verge and performing other 
duties to support the flow of the liturgy at the Cathedral services 
and he is also a Lay Minister. His second duty is logistical. It 
involves setting up the Cathedral for services as required and 

The Workforce Behind the Cathedral
Kundai Nyamutenha

liaising with housekeeping and maintenance staff. He also 
liaises with outsiders for the use of the precinct and finally he 
has a Residential role which requires him to be available in 
case of emergency and enquiries. Edward has been working at 
the church since 1 May 1992 and what he finds interesting is 
that things change every day. The job is both challenging and 
interesting as he has to deal with many different people from all 
walks of life. The Verger would like people to know that he is a 
gentle giant who is dedicated to working to the best of his ability. 
His favourite pastime is watching a good movie and when he 
gets spare time he enjoys watching sports, taking long drives and 
camping. Mr Esau values his family and loves spending time 
with them.

Standing from L-R: Fr. Richard Cogill, Maureen Davids, Ruvimbo Moyo, Franklin James, Dean Michael Weeder, 
Fr. Allen Goliath and Ann Cox.

Sitting from L-R: Marlene Juries, Gwen Zoutman, Fr. Raphael Sotshononda and Grant Brasler.
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FUNDRAISING & DEVELOPMENT MANAGER: Marèe 
Kim Gustafson. Born in Steenberg in Cape Town. Her Job 
involves the analysis, development /enhancement of current 
internal and external fundraising activities. She recently joined 
the team on the 16th of February 2015. She says she finds the 
Cathedral history, culture and people very interesting. Kim is 
a very jovial and approachable person.  She enjoys spending 
time with her kids, cooking, cycling or going for long walks 
on the beach with her other half-son Coda (Labrador X Great 
Dane). She enjoys singing; she and her husband enjoy going to 
the theatre.

FINANCIAL OFFICER: Maureen Davids. She was born 
in District Six, Cape Town. Her duty involves assisting the 
Cathedral Accountant. Maureen has been working at the 
Cathedral for 16 years now and when asked what she finds 
interesting about her job she said she has always worked in the 
financial field because she loves working with figures. When she 
is not at work Maureen enjoys reading and walking along the 
beachfront and above all she loves sports, particularly cricket. 
She is the rugby and tennis (armchair) sportsperson.

RECEPTIONIST/ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT: Ann 
Elizabeth Cox, born in Pietermaritzburg Kwa Zulu Natal. She 
has worked at the Cathedral since February 2007 and what she 
finds interesting about her job is the interaction with people 
and stimulation from the variety of aspects of the position. 
Ann is a very private person and she loves animals. Her hobbies 
are flower arranging, gardening, reading, listening to music, 
especially classical of the baroque period and running a social 
club for intellectually challenged young adults. 

COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER: Kundai Nyamutenha, 
born in Zimbabwe. Her duties involve leading the Cathedral’s 
media work, coordinating the Cathedral newsletter, 
maintaining the Cathedral’s website and social media presence 
and communicating Cathedral activities to the congregation 
members and the wider Cape Town community etc. She joined 
the Cathedral in June 2014. She says what she loves about 
working at the Cathedral is connecting with people from various 
walks of life. Kundai added that working at the Cathedral has 
granted her the opportunity to meet interesting people and 
learn new things. She would like people to know that she is an 
introvert, she is her sister’s keeper and passionate about women’s 

rights, development and empowerment. Her hobbies are social 
networking, photography, drawing, singing and walking.

HOUSEKEEPER: Marlene Juries was born in Paarl. She is an all 
round housekeeper whose duties involve cleaning the cathedral, 
making tea and maintaining the Cathedral garden etc. Marlene 
has been with the Cathedral for 17 years. She says one thing she 
loves about her job is talking to tourists and meeting new people 
as the Cathedral is a tourist attraction. Marlene would like 
people to know that she is talented, down to earth and helpful. 
She likes to help people especially the elderly. During her spare 
time she enjoys swimming, gardening and reading.

CATHEDRAL OFFICES HOUSEKEEPING: Gwendoline 
Zoutman, born in Ceres, is responsible for the housekeeping 
of the Cathedral offices. She makes tea, cleans the cathedral 
offices and also assists with mailing. Gwen, as she is commonly 
known, has worked at the Cathedral for 16 years. She enjoys 
making tea and coffee for the staff and guests. In addition she 
also enjoys keeping the Cathedral offices clean and neat. She 
would like people to know that she enjoys chatting with people 
from different walks of life and she loves to spend her spare time 
cooking and baking.

GENERAL WORKER: Mazola Amos Nongezi was born in 
South Africa. His duties entail cleaning the Cathedral, gardening 
and any other duties assigned to him around the Cathedral. 
Amos joined the Cathedral staff in December 2014. Amos 
would like people to know that he is a nice guy who enjoys other 
people’s company and loves to laugh. He enjoys playing soccer 
and running during his spare time.

HOUSEKEEPING: Khunjuzwa Sweetness Tukulula. Born in 
Alice (Edikeni) Makhuzeni village in Eastern Cape. Her duties 
entail cleaning in and around the church and the church house. 
She has worked at the Cathedral for 9 years and what she finds 
interesting about her Job is listening to people, sharing and 
talking about the word of God in the Cathedral. Sweetness 
would like people to know that she is a sweet person, who likes 
to listen and talk to people, help and care for them when in 
need. In addition she is a quiet person who enjoys conversing 
with people especially when someone initiates a conversation. 
She enjoys reading, watching movies, going to church and taking 
her two beautiful kids to the play-grounds in her spare time.
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