
 

 

Water Justice: A Global Theological Conference with Trinity Institute 

St George’s Cathedral, Cape Town : 23-25 March 2017 

Programme Highlights 

Thursday 23 March  (Registration at 09h00) 
Morning  

 Archbishop Winston Halapua (Archbishop of Polynesia): sermon 

 Keynote Address: Senator Barbara Boxer (four-term U.S. Senator and leader on environmental protection and 
water justice): the challenges and how we can join together to protect the most vulnerable, people and planet. 

 Professor Sue Harrison (Director: Future Water, UCT): ‘Water in Southern Africa: crisis for all’ 

Afternoon  

  ‘Water: Commons or Commodity?’ – The United Nations has declared water as a human right. Global markets 
regard it as a commodity. Can a fresh approach to market capitalism serve the common good, or does the world 
need a new and different system of exchange?  
Opening Talk: Maude Barlow (international water justice advocate and best-selling author)  
Response: Christiana Peppard (Fordham University theologian and author) 

 Storytellers from around the world tell how they experience the water crisis in their contexts.   

Friday 24 March 
Morning  

 Local speaker TBC: ‘Water justice and its impact on food security, health and wellbeing in Southern Africa’  

 The Global and the Local  
Speakers in Trinity Church, New York, and St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, will address issues in those cities to model 
how communities can solve local problems in light of global realities.  
Key Speaker: Kim Stanley Robinson – Reading and commentary from his forthcoming novel New York 2140  
Panel response: People working on addressing how to preserve New York from sea level rise and storm surge – 
the science, the politics, the cost.  Moderator: Catherine Hughes (past president of Community Board One). 

 Video of William Lupfer and Archbishop Thabo Makgoba talking about water in their lives and as a justice issue. 

 Short inputs on local issues and initiatives 

Afternoon 

 ‘What Churches Are Doing to Make a Difference’  
Opening Talk: Archbishop Thabo Makgoba, 
Archbishop of Cape Town 

 A diverse, global group of presenters on faith communities working to address water issues.  

Saturday 25 March 
Morning 

 ‘Being Agents of Change’ 
Faith-based leaders on initiatives to inspire others to develop and sustain ministries in their own contexts. 
Speaker: Katharine Hayhoe (climate scientist and author) making the case for working to reverse climate change 
and getting to work in the current environment.  

 ‘Pulling it all together in Southern Africa’ 

PLUS lots of opportunities for sharing, discussion and planning! 

Come at 2.45pm. Support our Archbishop and be part of 
a live global conversation webcast from Cape Town.  
No pre-registration for this session required. 


